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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method comprising the steps of: 

providing a fixed sequence of scenes to be displayed, wherein at least one scene 
of the fixed sequence of scenes including at least a first selectable display 
area; 

receiving data indicating that the first selectable display area has been selected; 
and 

performing a first action associated with the first selectable display area based on 
the input. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of performing the first action includes 
enabling a display of at least a portion of the information associated with the first 
selectable display area. 

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein information includes at least one of one of: text 
data, 2-D image data, 3-D image data, a content of a website, or form data. 

4. The method of Claim 3, wherein 2-D image data includes a video clip. 

5. The method of Claim 2, wherein the video stream includes at least a portion of the 
information associated with the first selectable display area. 

6. The method of Claim 2, wherein enabling a display of information associated with 
the first selectable display area includes providing the information associated with 
the first selectable display area. 
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The method of Claim 2, wherein enabling a display of information associated with 
the first selectable display area includes the retrieving the information associated 
with the first selectable display area from an external data source. 

The method of Claim 7, wherein the fixed sequence of scenes is provided to a first 
display device and the information associated with the first selectable display area is 
provided to a second display device different from the first display device. 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of performing the first action includes 
obtaining information from a viewer. 

The method of Claim 9, wherein the step of obtaining information includes 
displaying a form to be filled out by the viewer. 

The method of Claim 1, wherein a first visual indicator is used to indicate an 
availability of the first selectable display area to be selected. 

The method of Claim 1 1, wherein the first visual indicator includes at least one of: a 
border around the first selectable display area, an display area indicator, or an icon 
representative of the first selectable display area. 

The method of Claim 1 1 wherein the first visual indicator includes a change in a 
display characteristic of the first selectable display area. 

The method of Claim 13, wherein the characteristic includes at least one of: a color, a 
size, or a luminance. 
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The method of Claim 11, wherein the first visual indicator includes a change in a 
display characteristic of a cursor used to select the first selectable display area. 

The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of receiving data includes the steps of: 
identifying a location of a cursor on a display device used to display the fixed 

sequence of scenes, wherein the cursor is used to select the first selectable 

display area; 

identifying a location of the first selectable display area on the display device; and 
comparing the location of the cursor with the location of the first selectable 

display area to determine if the cursor is proximal to the first selectable 

display area. 

The method of Claim 16, wherein the location of the cursor includes a first 
coordinate pair and the location of the first selectable display area includes a second 
coordinate pair, and the cursor is determined to be proximal to the first selectable 
display area when the first coordinate pair is within a specified radius of the second 
coordinate pair. 

The method of Claim 16, wherein the location of the cursor includes a first 
coordinate pair and the location of the first selectable display area includes a plurality 
of coordinate pairs, where the plurality of coordinate pairs represent a polygon used 
to describe a display area of the first selectable display area, and the cursor is 
determined to be proximal to the first selectable display area when the first 
coordinate pair is within an area represented by the polygon. 
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1 1 9. The method of Claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

2 pausing the display of the fixed sequence of scenes before the first action is 

3 performed; and 

4 resuming the display of the fixed sequence of scenes after the first action is 

5 performed. 

1 20. The method of Claim 1, further including the step of selecting a first action to be 

2 performed from a plurality of actions associated with the first selectable display area. 

1 21. The method of Claim 1 , further including the steps of: 

J* 2 receiving data indicating that a second selectable display area has been selected; 

Q 3 and 

v; 4 performing a first action associated with the second selectable display area based 

\y 5 on the input. 

1 22. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of providing information includes playing 

fy 2 an audio clip. 
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A method comprising the steps of: 

identifying a first selectable display area within a video scene; 
determining a first location of the first selectable display area within the video 
scene; and 

embedding, in a video stream, the video scene and the first location. 

The method of Claim 23, further including the step of providing the video stream to a 
viewer. 

The method of Claim 23, further including the step of embedding, in the video 
stream, information associated with the first selectable display area, wherein the 
information is provided to the viewer upon selection of the first selectable display 
area. 

The method of Claim 25, wherein the information includes at least one of: text data, 
2-D image data, 3-D image data, a content of a website, or form data. 

The method of Claim 26, wherein the 2-D image includes video clip data. 

The method of Claim 25, wherein the step of embedding information includes 
retrieving information from an external data source. 

The method of Claim 23, further including the step of associating a first visual 
indicator with the first selectable display area, where the first visual indicator is to 
indicate that the first selectable display area is selectable. 
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The method of Claim 29, wherein the first visual indicator includes one of: a border 
around the first selectable display area, an display area indicator, or an icon. 

The method of Claim 23, wherein the step of determining a first location includes the 
steps of: 

identifying a first coordinate pair, the first coordinate pair corresponding to a 
center of the first selectable display area within the video scene; and 
determining a first radius; 

wherein the first radius and the first coordinate pair describe a display area 
associated with the first selectable display area. 

The method of Claim 23, wherein the step of identifying a first location includes 
identifying a plurality of coordinate pairs, wherein the plurality of coordinate pairs 
correspond to a plurality of vertices of a polygon describing a display area associated 
with the first selectable display area. 

The method of Claim 23, further including the steps of: 
identifying a second selectable display area within the video scene; 
determining a first location of the second selectable display area within the video 
scene; and 

embedding, in the video stream, the first location of the second selectable display 
area. 
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1 34. A method comprising the steps of: 

2 providing a fixed sequence of scenes of a video stream to be displayed, wherein at 

3 least one scene of the fixed sequence of scenes includes at least a first 

4 selectable display area; 

5 providing a first visual indicator associated with the first selectable display area to 

6 be displayed, wherein the first visual indicator is to indicate an availability 

7 of a first action associated with the first selectable display area; 

8 receiving data from a viewer, wherein the data is to indicate a selection of the first 

9 selectable display area; and 

I o providing information associated with the first selectable display area to the 

I I viewer in response to the data. 

Z 35. The method of Claim 34, wherein the step of providing information includes 

, 5 enabling a display of at least a portion of the information. 

? .1 36. The method of Claim 35, wherein the fixed sequence of scenes is provided to a first 

C2 display device for display and the information is provided to a second display for 

\i% display, the second display device different from the first display device. 

1 37. The method of Claim 34, wherein information includes at least one of: text data, 2-D 

2 image data, 3-D image data, a content of a website, or form data. 

1 38. The method of Claim 37, wherein 2-D image data includes video clip data. 

1 39. The method of Claim 34, wherein the step of providing information associated with 

2 the first selectable display area includes retrieving at least a portion of the 

3 information from an external data source. 
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1 40. The method of Claim 34, wherein the video stream includes at least a portion of the 

2 information associated with the first display area, and where the step of providing 

3 information includes obtaining the at least a portion of the information from the 

4 video stream. 

1 41. The method of Claim 34, wherein the first visual indicator includes at least one of: a 

2 border around the first selectable display area, a display area indicator, an icon 

3 representative of the first selectable display area, a change in a display characteristic 

4 of the first selectable display area, or a change in a display characteristic of a cursor 

5 used to select the first selectable display area. 

h. :;f.: 

3 42. The method of Claim 34, wherein the data received from the viewer includes a 

! \ location of a cursor used to select the first selectable display area. 

V 1 43. The method of Claim 42, wherein the location of the cursor is compared with a 

hB location of the first selectable display area, and where the first selectable display area 

^ is considered selected by the viewer when the cursor and the first selectable display 

'3 area are collocated. 

: I 
•3:;=- 

1 44. The method of Claim 43, wherein the location of the cursor includes a first 

2 coordinate pair and the location of the first selectable display area includes a second 

3 coordinate pair, and the cursor is determined to be collocated with the first selectable 

4 display area when the first coordinate pair is within a specified radius of the second 

5 coordinate pair. 
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The method of Claim 43, wherein the location of the cursor includes a first 
coordinate pair and the location of the first selectable display area includes a plurality 
of coordinate pairs, where the plurality of coordinate pairs form a polygon 
representative of a display area associated with the first selectable display area on the 
display, and the cursor is determined to be collocated with the first selectable display 
area when the first coordinate pair is located within the display area. 

The method of Claim 34, further including the step of selecting the first action to be 
performed from a plurality of actions associated with the first selectable display area. 
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1 47. A system comprising: 

2 an interface to receive a fixed sequence of scenes of a video stream, wherein at 

3 least one scene of said fixed sequence of scenes includes at least a first 

4 selectable display area; 

5 a graphics engine to render said fixed sequence of scenes for display; 

6 a viewer input module to receive a viewer input, wherein said viewer input 

7 includes a selection of a first action associated with said first selectable 

8 display area; and 

9 an action execution module to perform said first action. 

iA 48. The system of Claim 47, further including a display device to display said fixed 

* J> sequence of scenes. 

f l i 

H 49. The system of Claim 47, wherein said first action includes enabling a display of 

Cg information associated with said first selectable display area. 

?** 

f 10. 50. The system of Claim 49, wherein said information includes at least one of: text data, 

;5 2-D image data, 3-D image data, a content of a website, or form data. 

1 51. The system of Claim 49, wherein said action execution module is further to retrieve 

2 at least a portion of said information from an external data source. 

1 52. The system of Claim 49, wherein said video stream further includes at least a portion 

2 of said information to be displayed. 

1 53. The system of Claim 49, wherein a first visual indicator is used to indicate the 

2 presence of said first selectable display area. 
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1 54. The system of Claim 53, wherein the first visual indicator includes at least one of: a 

2 border around the first selectable display area, a display area indicator, an icon 

3 representative of the first selectable display area, a change in a display characteristic 

4 of the first selectable display area, or a change in a display characteristic of a cursor 

5 used to select the first selectable display area. 

1 55. The system of Claim 47, wherein said action execution module includes a selection 

2 analyzer, wherein said selection analyzer is to: 

3 identify a location of a cursor on a display device used to display said fixed 

4 sequence of scenes, wherein the cursor is used to select said first 
I J selectable display area; 

CJ identify a location of said first selectable display area on the display device; and 

f|j compare the location of the cursor with the location of said first selectable display 
"J| area to determine if the cursor is proximal to said first selectable display 

# area. 

C3l 56. The system of Claim 55, wherein the location of the cursor includes a first coordinate 

fit 

f j pair and the location of the first selectable display area includes a second coordinate 

C3j pair, and the cursor is determined to be proximal to the first selectable display area 

4 when the first coordinate pair is within a specified radius of the second coordinate 

5 pair. 
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The system of Claim 55, wherein the location of the cursor includes a first coordinate 
pair and the location of the first selectable display area includes a plurality of 
coordinate pairs, where the plurality of coordinate pairs form a polygon 
representative of a display area associated with said first selectable display area on 
the display, and the cursor is determined to be proximal to said first selectable 
display area when the first coordinate pair is located within the display area 
represented by the polygon. 
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1 58. A system comprising: 

2 a processor; 

3 memory operably coupled to said processor; and 

4 a program of instructions to be stored in said memory and executed by said 

5 processor, said program of instructions including instructions to 

6 manipulate said processor to: 

7 provide a fixed sequence of scenes to be displayed, wherein at least one scene of 

8 the fixed sequence of scenes including at least a first selectable display 

9 area; 

I o receive data indicating that the first selectable display area has been selected; and 

I I perform a first action associated with the first selectable display area based on the 
55 input. 

59. The system of Claim 58, wherein the instructions to manipulate said processor to 

Jfe perform the first action includes instructions to manipulate said processor to enable a 
display of at least a portion of the information associated with the first selectable 

i% display area. 

fU 

Ol 60. The system of Claim 58, wherein a first visual indicator is used to indicate an 

2 availability of the first selectable display area to be selected. 



44 



ATI.0100740 



1 61. A computer readable medium, said computer readable medium including instructions 

2 to manipulate a processor to: 

3 provide a fixed sequence of scenes to be displayed, wherein at least one scene of 

4 the fixed sequence of scenes including at least a first selectable display 

5 area; 

6 receive data indicating that the first selectable display area has been selected; and 

7 perform a first action associated with the first selectable display area based on the 

8 input. 

1 62. The computer readable medium of Claim 6 1 , wherein instructions to manipulate said 

1 2 processor to perform the first action include instructions to manipulate said processor 

C| to enable a display of at least a portion of the information associated with the first 

f|# selectable display area. 

SS3; 

CjL 63 . The computer readable medium of Claim 6 1 , wherein a first visual indicator is used 

* 2 to indicate an availability of the first selectable display area to be selected. 
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